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SURVIVAL OF SOCIAL ENTREPRISES:
THE ROLE OF ORGANIZATIONAL DENSITY

Social enterprises face the dual challenge of pursuing a social
mission while ensuring financial sustainability, which can
significantly affect their survival. Within population ecology
theory, organizational density is a key variable for understanding
population dynamics and organizational mortality. However,
little empirical research has explored how organizational density
influences the survival of social enterprises specifically. This
paper addresses this gap by employing a Cox Proportional
Hazards Regression to investigate two research questions: (1)
How does density influences social entreprises’ survival
compared to conventional enteprises ? (2) How social
enterprises' density impacts their own survival? The findings aim
to shed light on the roles of legitimation and competition within
the social enterprise population, contributing to a deeper
understanding of their survival mechanisms.
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